6th GRADE
COMMON CORE STATE STANDARDS
for ELA-LITERACY
Reading a great book and engaging with the story
through a LitWits® Kit helps students achieve these
(at a minimum) Common Core goals:
.

READING - LITERATURE
LitWits Kits include discussion starters, handouts, projects, and activities that support these goals in a variety of ways.
Key Ideas and Details:
RL.6.1
RL.6.2
RL.6.3

Cite textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from
the text.
Determine a theme or central idea of a text and how it is conveyed through particular details; provide a
summary of the text distinct from personal opinions or judgments.
Describe how a particular story's or drama's plot unfolds in a series of episodes as well as how the
characters respond or change as the plot moves toward a resolution.

Craft and Structure:
RL.6.4
RL.6.5
RL.6.6

Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including figurative and
connotative meanings; analyze the impact of a specific word choice on meaning and tone
Analyze how a particular sentence, chapter, scene, or stanza fits into the overall structure of a text and
contributes to the development of the theme, setting, or plot.
Explain how an author develops the point of view of the narrator or speaker in a text.

Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity:
RL.6.10

By the end of the year, read and comprehend literature, including stories, dramas, and poems, in the
grades 6-8 text complexity band proficiently, with scaffolding as needed at the high end of the range.

WRITING
Some LitWits® Kits contain creative writing handouts that could, with teacher-set expectations, align with these goals..
W.6.3
W.6.3.A
W.6.3.B
W.6.3.C
W.6.3.D
W.6.3.E

Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective technique, relevant
descriptive details, and well-structured event sequences.
Engage and orient the reader by establishing a context and introducing a narrator and/or characters;
organize an event sequence that unfolds naturally and logically.
Use narrative techniques, such as dialogue, pacing, and description, to develop experiences, events,
and/or characters.
Use a variety of transition words, phrases, and clauses to convey sequence and signal shifts from one
time frame or setting to another.
Use precise words and phrases, relevant descriptive details, and sensory language to convey experiences
and events.
Provide a conclusion that follows from the narrated experiences or events.
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SPEAKING AND LISTENING
LitWits Kits include discussion starters; teachers can set expectations for their students to align discussions with these
goals.
Comprehension and Collaboration:
SL.6.1

SL.6.1.A

SL.6.1.B
SL.6.1.C
SL.6.1.D
SL.6.2
SL.6.3

Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with
diverse partners on grade 6 topics, texts, and issues, building on others' ideas and expressing their own
clearly.
Come to discussions prepared, having read or studied required material; explicitly draw on that
preparation by referring to evidence on the topic, text, or issue to probe and reflect on ideas under
discussion.
Follow rules for collegial discussions, set specific goals and deadlines, and define individual roles as
needed.
Pose and respond to specific questions with elaboration and detail by making comments that contribute
to the topic, text, or issue under discussion.
Review the key ideas expressed and demonstrate understanding of multiple perspectives through
reflection and paraphrasing.
Interpret information presented in diverse media and formats (e.g., visually, quantitatively, orally) and
explain how it contributes to a topic, text, or issue under study.
Delineate a speaker's argument and specific claims, distinguishing claims that are supported by reasons
and evidence from claims that are not.

LANGUAGE
Teachers can set expectations for their students that will also align discussions and writing handouts with L.6.1, L.6.2,
and L.6.3.
Vocabulary Acquisition and Use:
Most LitWits Kits include a vocabulary handout that aligns with L.6.4, L.6.6, and at least two other goals.
L.6.4
L.6.4.A
L.6.4.B
L.6.4.D
L.6.5
L.6.5.A
L.6.5.B
L.6.5.C
L.6.6

Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases based on
grade 6 reading and content, choosing flexibly from a range of strategies.
Use context (e.g., the overall meaning of a sentence or paragraph; a word's position or function in a
sentence) as a clue to the meaning of a word or phrase.
Use common, grade-appropriate Greek or Latin affixes and roots as clues to the meaning of a word (e.g.,
audience, auditory, audible).
Verify the preliminary determination of the meaning of a word or phrase (e.g., by checking the inferred
meaning in context or in a dictionary).
Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and nuances in word meanings.
Interpret figures of speech (e.g., personification) in context.
Use the relationship between particular words (e.g., cause/effect, part/whole, item/category) to better
understand each of the words.
Distinguish among the connotations (associations) of words with similar denotations (definitions) (e.g.,
stingy, scrimping, economical, unwasteful, thrifty).
Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic and domain-specific words and phrases;
gather vocabulary knowledge when considering a word or phrase important to comprehension or
expression.

LitWits® Workshops, LLC | www.litwits.com

